The Maths Journal

The purpose of a maths 'journal is for the pupil to keep a record of the things they have learnt in maths.

Pupil should make an entry into their journal on a regular basis.  This might be at the end of a unit of work or could be a more substantial piece of work at the end of a half term.  It should follow a plenary session where the teacher brings together the thoughts, views and knowledge of the group and clarifies briefly any difficulties. They should also be encouraged to make a note of any words, facts, examples ideas that are new to them and which they think are important and which they think would be useful to remember as they are working on a unit of work. They should also include exemplar questions to aid their revision of the topic at a later date.

The following should be explained to the group in detail early in the year and then they should be reminded of the aims of the journal on a regular basis.

This is what they could do:

· At the end of each lesson or at the end of each unit of work, they need to judge for themselves whether or not they have learnt and understood what it was the teacher wanted them to learn, know, understand and do.

· Show what they can do by writing an explanation together with any examples that they think clearly show the level of their understanding.  Use the teacher's learning objectives as a basis for their write-up.

· Make a special note of anything they haven't fully understood and try to remedy this situation.

In order to get a feel for the sort of things they might write in their journal, here are some ideas to help them:

1. Imagine you are explaining to a class-mate who has been absent what it is they would have learnt had they been present;

2. Imagine you are trying to explain the work to a younger brother or sister;

3. Think what might be a helpful reminder to yourself next time you return to this topic later in the year;

4. Think what notes, guidance, explanations etc., would be helpful to when you use your journal for an end of term, or an end of year, test.
