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Assessment for Learning 

Aims


In line with recent developments in school policy the Mathematics Department is committed to develop Assessment for Learning for pupils at all levels.  The main aims of the department are as follows:

1. To share clear learning outcomes with students and develop ways of helping each student to be successful in these learning outcomes with individualised support.

2. To give students clear and realistic targets related to national standards.

3. To create a questioning culture in the classroom where every student is encouraged to respond to questions and to ask questions themselves.

4. Aim to build into our lessons frequent opportunities for peer and self-assessment.

5. Adopt a marking policy which encourages students to think about how they might improve their work and achieve the targets they have been set.

Action Plan


Whilst there is some good existing practice there is a lot of work to be done to fully achieve these aims.  Some of these can be implemented in the short-term, whereas other aims will require a great deal of time to develop.  The key areas for of development are:


· Making the ‘Shared Objectives’ in the Lesson Plans clear to students at the start of the lesson and referring to these at later stages.
· Using appropriate questioning techniques to ensure that all students are encouraged to answer and participate in lessons.  This could be achieved by:
· Using mini-whiteboards so that all students are expected to give answers to every question.

· Allow sufficient ‘wait’ times during the questioning period so that all students have the opportunity to think of a response.

· Using a random name generator so that different students in the class are asked on different occasions.

· Using key probing questions and ask for explanations of answers to develop higher order thinking skills.
· Each student needs to be aware of their target grade.  At the end of each topic each student needs to know what they have achieved in relation to their individual target.  The topic sheets could be a way of relating this information.
· Adopt a clear marking policy which avoids mechanical ‘tick & cross’ marking.  An outline of this policy should be:
· It should not be necessary to mark each piece of work that a student does.  By reading or displaying answers students can self-check much of their work.
· Each week students’ homework, or another appropriate piece of work should be marked avoiding the use of tick & cross but highlighting errors, praising good answers and commenting on how the work could be improved.  Students should not  routinely be given a numerical mark although teachers may still record such a mark.
· Written feedback on marking should be one or more of the following types:

· A reminder e.g. “Percent means out of 100”.

· A scaffold prompt e.g. If  5 apples cost 80p then what is the cost of 1 apple?….. and hence what is the cost of 3 apples?”

· An example prompt e.g.  10% of 30 is 3, 10% of 45 is 4.5, so what is 10% of 78?”

· At the end of each topic students will undertake some form of assessment which will reflect the shared objectives of the topic and the requirements of national assessments.  The most likely form of this will be a topic test.  This assessment will be used to give detailed feedback of how the student has achieved in relation to their targeted grade and what they need to do to achieve beyond the current level.

· Using a suitable format, such as the attached topic sheet, students should be given the opportunity to self assess their progress.











































