Tuesday, 13 August, 2002 
Turkmen leader redefines youth and age

Turkmenistan's President, Saparmurat Niyazov, has issued a decree officially extending adolescence until the age of 25 and postponing old age until 85. 
The decree - published in a national newspaper - divides life into 12-year cycles. 

This means that childhood for Turkmens will now last until the age of 12, youth to 37 and maturity to 49. 

Later periods are also defined as the prophetic, inspiration and wisdom years. 

	Stages of the life of a Turkmen 

	0-12: childhood 

13-25: adolescence 

25-37: youth 

37-49: maturity 

49-61: prophetic 

61-73: inspirational 

73-85: wisdom 

85-97: old age 

97-109: Oguzkhan 


Those lucky enough to live beyond 97 enter a period named Oguzkhan after the believed founder of the Turkmen nation. 

However the average Turkmen citizen is unlikely to reach these twilight years, as men in the country on average live only until the age of 60 and women until the age of 65. 

According to his own decree the 62-year-old Turkmen leader is in his inspirational period. 

Eccentric commands 

It is the latest unusual command by the eccentric leader of the former Soviet state, who last week proposed all 12 months of the year to be officially renamed in commemoration of the country's heroes and most potent national symbols. 

The Turkmen leader proposes renaming January Turkmenbashi after his official name, which means Head of all the Turkmen.  
What problems are there with the numbers in the table?

Can you find a formula to work out the age ranges (after you have fixed the problem)?
