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NEW YORK (CNNmoney) - In Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone we read that dragon liver sells for about 17 sickles an ounce. Nice to know, but it leaves you wondering (if you wonder about things like this) "Just how much is 17 sickles, anyway?" Now, thanks to the magic of computer programming and arithmetic, we have the answer. In U.S. currency, dragon liver costs $4.82 an ounce. That's actually not too bad compared to the price of, say, foie gras.

You may wonder how we could possible know this. Harry Potter's wizard money is, after all, completely fictional. Dragon liver is, for that matter, completely fictional. To find the answer, you have to look at some of the lesser-known Harry Potter books. Scholastic, the publishers of the Harry Potter series, also published some slim paperback versions of what are, ostensibly, the textbooks used by Harry Potter and his friends at Hogwarts. The secret to our calculator is on the back of those little books, right under the UPC symbol. The price of the book, it says, is "$3.99 (14 sickles, 3 knuts)."

That information, combined with the knowledge that there are 29 knuts in a sickle and 17 sickles in a galleon (which we learned from more careful study of Harry Potter books), told us all we needed to know to build our Harry Potter wizard money calculator.

