Key Stage 3 National Strategy


‘ASSESSMENT IN MATHEMATICS TOOLKIT TO SUPPORT PUPILS FOR WHOM ENGLISH IS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE’



The toolkit is a suggested method of gauging whether pupils in the early stages of learning English will be able to access the mathematics in the planned teaching programme for the year group concerned. 

It provides a useful starting point, which will enable teachers to:

· identify strengths and gaps in pupils’ mathematics learning;

· provide appropriate mathematics teaching to secure progress.

The Key Stage 3 mathematics toolkit, available on a CD-ROM, is an extension of the successfully established primary toolkit. It suggests assessment activities against key objectives from each strand of the Framework for teaching mathematics from Reception to Year 6 and the Framework for teaching mathematics: Years 7, 8 and 9. An extensive range of resources to use for these activities is provided on the CD-ROM. The assessment activities are designed to be visual and not reliant on understanding the English language.
The way in which schools will use the toolkit will depend on their pupils’ circumstances. The aim is to assess the pupil’s attainment in as comfortable a way as possible. Assessment can be in English or in a language with which the pupil is familiar.

It is recommended that teachers:

· use an appropriate task to assess the pupil at the beginning of a unit of work;

· begin with the task that is appropriate for the pupil’s year or close to it;

· demonstrate and model what the pupil is to do using the resources;

· observe the confidence with which the pupil approaches the task.

Key Stage 3 consultants were briefed on the toolkit in their July training. Mathematics line managers were briefed in June.

Copies of the CD-ROM (Ref: DfES 0284/2003) are available from DfES publications. 

PAGE  
1
KS3 National Strategy – EAL toolkit briefing notes – SM meeting October 2003

© Crown Copyright 2003

