Belstead Special School

Mathematics Scheme of Work

[Developed from the Hampshire exemplars for Mathematics]
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Level P1 (i) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT
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	Level P1 (i)
	

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils encounter activities and experiences. They may be passive or resistant. They may show simple reflex responses. Any participation is fully prompted. 


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date

	1 Noise
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Startled by unexpected loud noise 
	Sound effects of a sensory story
	
	
	

	• To be part of a group listening
	Stills to voice, moves head/eyes in response to sound effects
	
	
	

	• Hears own sounds using recording device
	Recording of their own vocalisations onto Big Mac
	
	
	

	• Tolerates a variety of sounds
	Children playing, people talking, sounds coming from different directions and distances
	
	
	

	• Shows awareness of sounds using reflex responses
	Will still, startle, tense muscles to familiar voice, musical instrument (burst & pause) when hearing favourite song, voice etc
	
	
	

	• Shows awareness of adults coming and going
	e.g. working in 1:1 situations or group where attention is shared
	
	
	

	• Experiences patterns of sound
	e.g. whilst laying on resonance board adult beats out repeating rhythm. E.g. long, short, slow, quick
	
	
	

	2 Touch
	

	• Turns to touch on face
	Whisper in ear. Stroke on cheek
	
	
	

	• Tolerates sensory experiences & stimulation
	Accepts hand over hand help to explore and allows object to be changed for next. Adult may describe object as ‘one’.
	
	
	

	• Be part of a group making objects
	Props related to a story or poem
	
	
	

	• Explores co-actively
	Using a feely bag / story sack
	
	
	

	• Experience objects of reference for activities within timetable 
	Accept hand over hand help to feel objects. 
	
	
	

	• Begins to respond to adult initiated activities
	e.g. Tac Pac
	
	
	

	• Begins to be aware of increasing and decreasing levels of stimulation. 
	e.g. pressure of touch, loud and quiet sounds 
	
	
	

	• Explore both single and groups of things and hear adults comment on groups
	e.g. lots and lots of similar objects falling in front of them or one on its own. Holding a single object or holding lots of objects
	
	
	

	• Experience activities that begin to encourage a response to sequential changes in environment
	when using objects of reference to give clues for moving to different rooms during the school day.
	
	
	

	• Experience the weight and size of different objects placed in their hand
	
	
	
	

	• Shows awareness of objects as they are placed against their hands, face or other body parts
	e.g. TacPac
	
	
	

	3 Vision
	

	• Closes eyes to unexpected bright light
	Torch flashing, candle flickering
	
	
	

	• Increased eye movement
	e.g. when a torch is flashed onto face
	
	
	

	• Blinks defensively
	Reflex response to sudden changes from dark room and light turning on.
	
	
	

	• Shows a passive interest in 1 visually attractive object
	Neon slinky under UV light
	
	
	

	• Focus on familiar objects with adult encouragement
	e.g. focus on objects within close vision
	
	
	

	• Fixates on object
	Beginning of object permanence
	
	
	

	• Experience groups of bright coloured objects
	Fluorescent stars under UV in darkened room
	
	
	

	4 Smell
	

	• Reacts to unpleasant smell
	Turns head away, wrinkles nose to smell of vinegar
	
	
	

	• Responds positively to smells
	
	
	
	

	5 Vocalization
	

	• Cries
	In Hunger or pain
	
	
	

	• Makes throaty sound
	Nasal etc
	
	
	

	• Begins to show enjoyment of actions
	When gently blows on face/neck will vocalise / smile
	
	
	

	• Sighs/takes deep breathe
	
	
	
	

	• Lifts head, opens mouth for food/drink 
	e.g. indicating I want more
	
	
	

	6 Movement
	

	• Brings hand to mouth / face to hands
	Explores objects by mouthing
	
	
	

	• Moves arms independently
	Allows arms to raised/moved during body awareness songs, waves arms symmetrically
	
	
	

	• Moves legs independently
	Is helped to stamp feet during songs, adult counting 1,2
	
	
	

	• Opens and closes hands
	Accept working with adult to open and close fingers
	
	
	

	• Grips an object placed in their hands, instinctive reflex
	When given a finger will grip with hand
	
	
	

	• Claps with assistance to a rhythm
	tolerate hand over hand help to clap to rap, poem etc 
	
	
	

	• Begin to show awareness of major changes in environment
	getting in/out of pool
	
	
	

	• Tolerates and experiences different kinds of spaces
	e.g. turning round and round whilst sitting in their wheelchair, swinging on swing.
	
	
	

	• Experience different body positions
	e.g. stretching and curling – hands, feet, whole body. Physio programmes
	
	
	

	• Tolerates and develops a trust in a familiar person to move them within their immediate vicinity
	
	
	
	


Level P1 (ii) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT
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	Level P1 (ii)
	

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils show emerging awareness of activities and experiences. They may have periods when they appear alert and ready to focus their attention on certain people, events, objects or parts of objects. They may give intermittent reactions. 


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date 

	1 Noise
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Pacified by familiar voice or sound
	Will calm to hearing tape of Mum singing, talking
	
	
	

	• Turns to customary voice or sound
	Adjusts body to show awareness of familiar sound e.g. teacher saying "Hello,…"
	
	
	

	• Reacts to familiar rhyme
	Changes facial expression or body gestures on hearing favourite song
	
	
	

	• Responds to music
	Lifts foot up on hearing familiar music
	
	
	

	• Reacts to a sound
	e.g. vocalises in response to musical instruments
	
	
	

	• Looks for next sound
	e.g. When rhythmic beat stops
	
	
	

	• Reacts to incidental sounds created by their actions 
	e.g. smiles when helped (h over h) to knock on their tray. Respond when knock noisy mobile / wind chime
	
	
	

	• Shows emerging awareness of sounds in favourite places
	Smiles to splashing sound in swimming pool. 
	
	
	

	• Attempt to locate and focus on interesting sound patterns
	e.g. voices, music, toys and other materials
	
	
	

	2 Touch
	
	
	

	• Sometimes show surprise at sudden presence of object / person etc.
	
	
	
	

	• Becomes quiet in response to touch (i.e. if distressed or vocal)
	Responds to someone holding their hand, stroking their cheek
	
	
	

	• Moves hands through different mediums
	
	
	
	

	• Physical activity reduced by touch
	
	
	
	

	• Attends to an object
	Relating to a story etc
	
	
	

	• Participates in collecting with an adult
	e.g. adult gives pupil objects and use number words and pupil explores quantities in front of them
	
	
	

	• Allows a short series of objects to be touched in sequence
	e.g. object counted into hands or given in same sequence e.g. tooth cleaning – brush, toothpaste, teeth
	
	
	

	• Sustains a grasp on an object placed in the palm for a short period of time
	
	
	
	

	• Show response at feeling differing lengths being pulled gently through their fingers / hands. Adult to draw attention to length and encourage anticipation .
	e.g. Long piece of elastic with bells attached at regular intervals "here comes another bell! – "that’s 1,2,3 ….more bells". Another etc
	
	
	

	• Show some anticipation of touch
	e.g. as objects are touched on face or hands adult may use language such as "again" to encourage the child to show desire for action to be repeated 
	
	
	

	3 Vision
	
	
	

	• Begins to focus on adults face
	e.g. intensive interaction
	
	
	

	• Turns towards light
	Moves head towards candle flickering in dark
	
	
	

	• Responds to light patterns / sequences
	Watches disco lights spinning round
	
	
	

	• Allows object to be taken to face to explore object visually
	e.g. when object first placed in pupils hand
	
	
	

	• Transfers attention from 1 object to another
	Adult holds object close up to face and then changes object and attention remains
	
	
	

	• Responds to cause and effect by visually focusing on object
	e.g. activating disco lights, bubble machine
	
	
	

	• Focuses on strong patterns
	e.g. high contrast spots
	
	
	

	• Begins to show awareness of items being placed or stacked on tray or table
	Helping to put things in box/bag/pot and emptying them out again
	
	
	

	4 Smell
	
	
	

	• Becomes quiet in response to pleasant familiar smell
	e.g. reacts to calming environment of lavender incense burning
	
	
	

	• Turns to source of pleasant familiar smell
	Turns towards dinner plate on smelling food approaching
	
	
	

	5 Vocalisation & Communication
	
	
	

	• Makes contented sounds when happy or feeding (i.e. gurgling or sucking sounds) not yet intentional 
	Vocalises to express a wish for more
	
	
	

	• Cries for attention
	e.g. cries to indicate discomfort
	
	
	

	• Indicates basic needs
	
	
	
	

	• Attends briefly to interactions with a familiar person
	e.g. gives fleeting eye-contact or reaches to touch adult during 1:1 interactions
	
	
	

	• Becomes excited in the midst of social activity
	e.g. laughs when country dancing with friends – moving quickly, slowly etc / playtime in playground with friends
	
	
	

	• Plays sound games using instruments
	
	
	
	

	• Shows an interest in looking where other people are looking
	e.g. react to a running commentary being made by an adult during a "wheelchair walk".
	
	
	

	• Uses facial gestures, body movement and / or vocalisations to show awareness
	e.g. if music stops and is then started again. Pupil will, if given time, respond to the silence in one way or another
	
	
	

	6 Movement
	
	
	

	• Moves hands across mid-line position
	Reaches across to retrieve toy of interest from left or right
	
	
	

	• Activate simple switch with a message (with assistance)
	If switch placed where unavoidably hit will give message unintentionally e.g. "I like blackcurrant"
	
	
	

	• Co-actively makes hand actions 
	To rhymes / stories, signing. Allows fingers to be wiggled while adult counts etc
	
	
	

	• Assisted to manipulate objects
	e.g. 1) drops objects of reference into box when arriving at activity or placing objects on tray 1,2,3 etc

2) feel the edges, curves, flatness of objects
	
	
	

	• Begins to locate objects in localised environment 
	e.g. tray, table top, standing frame
	
	
	

	• Observes parts of their body
	e.g. when doing hand / foot prints. Looks in mirror when hat placed on head
	
	
	

	• Adjusts body position to observe more comfortably
	Moves head or shuffles in chair to get a better view.
	
	
	


Level P2 (i) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT 

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils begin to respond consistently to familiar people, events and objects. They react to new activities and experiences. They begin to show interest in people, events and objects. They accept and engage in co-active exploration. 


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date 

	
	
	

	1 Pupils begin to respond consistently to familiar people, events and objects. They react to new activities and experiences.
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Becomes increasingly quiet 
	e.g. in response to a soothing voice
	
	
	

	• Reacts to adult saying his/her name
	Smiles or turns head when name heard
	
	
	

	• Vocalises to self
	
	
	
	

	• Smiles at people
	e.g. if approached by adult will smile in response
	
	
	

	• Responds to familiar person 
	e.g. using vocalisations and / or gestures
	
	
	

	• Takes turn to attempt vocalisation with adult
	e.g. when pupil stops; adult imitates pupil. Adult stops, pupil vocalises
	
	
	

	• Responds to different intonations of adult voice
	
	
	
	

	• Anticipates familiar actions and phrases
	e.g. ready, steady, GO. 1,2,3. Up/down etc
	
	
	

	• Looks at bright objects close to face
	When torch highlighting face or toy will briefly focus on it and show interest
	
	
	

	• Watches person in direct line of sight
	
	
	
	

	• Reacts by withholding attention
	Turns head or eyes away from person / object
	
	
	

	• Show a response to an environment
	When noisy or quiet
	
	
	

	• Reacts when familiar voice, song, sound STOPS
	"Fills the gap" with vocalisation or instrument playing
	
	
	

	• Anticipates and sometimes vocalises their turn during a greeting session
	By vocalisations and/ or gestures
	
	
	

	• Co-actively operate switch programmed to speak a repetitive refrain in a story
	Accepts h over h or verbal prompt to activate switch at correct time
	
	
	

	2 They begin to show interest in people events and objects
	

	• Show interest in beginning and end of sequence
	e.g. during sensory story times/number rhymes
	
	
	

	• Maintains eye contact with a speaker
	e.g. during good morning time
	
	
	

	• Moves head / eyes to visually explore
	Will track as individual objects are pointed at or sequentially lit up by torch
	
	
	

	• Visually tracks moving stimuli
	Follows a candle flickering in darkened room
	
	
	

	• Responds to collections of objects being separated
	Anticipates falling down of towers or something being taken from them.
	
	
	

	• Will co-operate with adult/peers giving and taking and experience language associated with increase and decrease
	
	
	
	

	• Maintains a hold on an object.
	
	
	
	

	• Shows interest at computer screen 
	While a programme is being activated by someone else
	
	
	

	• Watches other children playing
	During playtimes in playground
	
	
	

	• Reacts to the emotions of others around
	e.g. crying, laughing etc
	
	
	

	• Sustains gaze on a toy which makes a sound
	Wind up radio, musical toys
	
	
	

	• Watches an object as it falls
	e.g. ball dropped from above, down onto the tray / table in front of them
	
	
	

	• Turns to locate sound / attends to adult talking
	e.g. watches /listens to adult pointing or counting objects, body parts etc
	
	
	

	• Explores objects and textures of different size/shape and manipulates with adult help
	e.g. mouthing, shaking, grasp, release Feeling balloon as it is blown up and then let down. Experiencing changes in size.
	
	
	

	• Vocalises or gestures to indicate discomfort
	
	
	
	

	• Sometimes vocalises with an adult
	e.g. ready, steady, go, turn-taking
	
	
	

	• Reaches out for object when prompted
	Adult uses descriptive language e.g. next one / again/ more / one / two etc
	
	
	

	• Looks from 1 object to another
	e.g. in a game / rhyme / activity. Adult may use Mathematical language – numbers, more, gone, none.
	
	
	

	• Follow adults pointing, gaze or action
	e.g. understand that adults actions are significant in drawing attention to something
	
	
	

	• Shows surprise as object is revealed
	e.g. smile, deep intake of breath, frown
	
	
	

	• Track items that are being counted
	e.g. hats onto children’s heads
	
	
	

	• Responds to collection of objects being separated.
	
	
	
	

	• Will co-operate with adult/peers giving and taking and experiences language associated with increase and decrease
	
	
	
	

	3 They accept and engage in co-active exploration.
	

	• Focuses attention on sensory aspects of stories or rhymes when prompted
	e.g. anticipate water spray, gently spraying during ‘row, row, row your boat’
	
	
	

	• Moves fingers in a bowl / tray of some sensory material
	Move fingers through flour during story of ‘Little Red Hen’ Places hands in sink as jug of water is emptied over fingers.
	
	
	

	• Experience range of mark making materials
	e.g. paint, icing sugar
	
	
	

	• Co-actively claps beat of song
	
	
	
	

	• Experience holding / touching items in sequence or turn
	
	
	
	

	• Places hand in box/bag to experience different shapes Take out and explores
	
	
	
	

	• With help drops objects in another container
	
	
	
	

	• Maintains attention and begins to show awareness of sequence of events
	e.g. 5 fat sausages – first hold pan then drop 2 sausages in, then there is a ‘pop; then a bang
	
	
	


Level P2 (ii) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils begin to be proactive in their intentionality. They communicate consistent preferences and affective responses. They recognize familiar people, events and objects. They perform actions, often by trial and improvement, and they remember learned responses over short periods of time. They cooperate with shared exploration and supported participation.


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date 

	
	
	

	1 Pupils begin to be proactive in their intentionality. They communicate consistent preferences and affective responses.
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Responds to different tastes
	Pulls faces or opens mouth during tasting sessions
	
	
	

	• Responds to different touch
	Smiles and vocalises to favoured person. Ignores unwanted attentions
	
	
	

	• Responds to different smells
	Turn head away or reaches out to touch
	
	
	

	• Reacts to adult saying his/her name
	
	
	
	

	• Looks for objects that have been moved from line of vision
	Looks for object buried in sand
	
	
	

	• Co-actively make marks on a surface
	Helped to move hand through chalk dust to make picture
	
	
	

	• Shows preference for loud and soft sounds
	
	
	
	

	• Notice and search for environmental sounds
	Reacts to door slamming turns head to look
	
	
	

	• Reaches for objects
	Picks up objects left on tray / table
	
	
	

	• Holds objects in both hands (e.g. cup)
	Uses 2 hands to hold large ball
	
	
	

	• Takes given object
	Reaches out to take object within field of vision
	
	
	

	• Uncovers hidden objects
	e.g. removes cloth on face / object to reveal object
	
	
	

	• Operates switch programmed to speak a repetitive refrain in a story immediately after co-active demonstration or prompts
	e.g. story of 3 Little Pigs – Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house. Activates electric fan at same time 
	
	
	

	• Sometimes attempts to imitate sounds
	e.g. sshhh, mmm
	
	
	

	• Begins to understand that they have an effect on their immediate environment
	e.g. they can make things happen
	
	
	

	• Express approval/disapproval of something being given/removed
	
	
	
	

	• Sometimes imitate gestures
	e.g. "only 1" spoken by adult and pupil may attempt to copy 1 pointing finger
	
	
	

	• Vocalises while other children add last word
	e.g. The spider came out of his web and he said "Boo" - vocalisation
	
	
	

	2 They recognize familiar people, events and objects
	

	• Reaches out to a favourite person or toy
	
	
	
	

	• Vocalises and gestures in a particular way in response to a favourite visitor
	Smiles and leans into familiar person that is talking to them
	
	
	

	• Claps hands
	
	
	
	

	• Attempts to touch people for attention
	
	
	
	

	• Shows preference for pieces of music
	
	
	
	

	• Turns head away to indicate enough
	
	
	
	

	• Takes given object(s) and collects them on tray / table
	e.g. experience number words
	
	
	

	• Releases one object to reach for another
	Will drop held object to take new one. In drinks session takes cup from adult hand and releases when another pupil comes to take it
	
	
	

	• Look at person / object being pointed out
	Show an interest in a favoured object
	
	
	

	• Co-actively join in with a game
	e.g. Simon Says
	
	
	

	• With support, make a choice between two objects
	Reach out to touch / eye point to 1 of 2 objects held up closely – which football team scarf do you want to wear? Will choose between 2 pictures representing computer programmes and then co-operatively use switch to access programme
	
	
	

	3 They perform actions, often by trial and improvement, and they remember learned- responses over short periods of time
	

	• Shows pleasure each time a particular puppet character appears in a poem dramatized with sensory cues
	e.g. makes sequential sounds / gestures to accompany familiar songs/rhymes
	
	
	

	• Vocalises in response to a voice
	Turn takes in communications
	
	
	

	• Vocalizes to secure attention
	
	
	
	

	• Anticipates an action
	e.g. after count of 1,2,3 up; ready, steady up
	
	
	

	• Shows preference for particular people/objects
	
	
	
	

	• Vocalises or gestures to indicate pleasure or displeasure
	
	
	
	

	• Shows anticipation of changing quantities during number games
	e.g. adult covers group of objects and says "gone". Child removes cloth – "there they are" and counts
	
	
	

	4 They cooperate with shared exploration and supported participation
	

	• Wants to continue an enjoyable experience
	Gives continued eye contact, vocalises for more
	
	
	

	• With help. Move hands across surface
	e.g. left to right or track objects in obvious directions
	
	
	

	• Gives a positive response to attention
	
	
	
	

	• Repeats an action that has an effect
	Draws attention to outcome of an action
	
	
	

	• Takes turns in interactions with a familiar person
	
	
	
	

	• Imitates actions and facial expressions
	
	
	
	

	• Co-actively and sometimes independently gestures / signs to request something
	e.g. drink, music
	
	
	

	• Co-operates with supported participation to push down fingers
	e.g. accepts help to press button on pop up toy
	
	
	

	• Co-operates with having fingers touched and folded down and associate it with counting
	
	
	
	

	• Carries out sorting activities
	e.g. place 2 different objects into 2 see through containers and then out again. Count objects in and out.
	
	
	

	• Explores a variety of mathematical shapes
	e.g. wooden numerals; 2D & 3D shapes
	
	
	


Level P3 (i) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils begin to communicate intentionally. They seek attention through eye contact, gesture or action. They request events or activities. They participate in shared activities with less support. They sustain concentration for short periods. They explore materials in increasingly complex ways. They observe the results of their own actions with interest. They remember learned responses over more extended periods. 


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date 

	
	
	

	1 Pupils begin to communicate intentionally. They seek attention through eye contact, gesture or action. They request events or activities
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Points to key objects or people to convey basic needs
	Looks at objects of desire
	
	
	

	• Maintains eye contact during interaction when another person is speaking
	
	
	
	

	• Recognises familiar people as they approach
	
	
	
	

	• Draws attention to self
	Vocalises, bangs on tray
	
	
	

	• Chooses between two items
	e.g. activity / food; electric fan, bubble machine
	
	
	

	• Plays lip games, in an attempt to move lips in imitation of an adult
	e.g. kissing, blowing, smiling, screaming
	
	
	

	• Follows turn-taking elements of a conversation between two people
	
	
	
	

	• Points/ eye point to own belonging or object of reference for familiar text
	
	
	
	

	• Makes sounds linked to familiar association
	e.g. hums for washing machine, vroom for car
	
	
	

	2 They participate in shared activities with less support. They sustain concentration for short periods.
	

	• Watches activities with interest
	e.g. turn towards an adult reading a book, watching and moving body or vocalising to show interest. Tracks the path of object.
	
	
	

	• Laughs, gesture and respond during regular communication sessions with a familiar adult 
	
	
	
	

	• will place smaller object in larger object with help
	
	
	
	

	3 They explore materials in increasingly complex ways 
	

	• Reaches out and feels for objects as tactile cues to events
	
	
	
	

	• Visually explores objects
	
	
	
	

	• Bangs toys together
	
	
	
	

	• Feels items of different lengths some rigid, some flexible
	e.g. lengths of tinsel, string of beads, cane strips, feather boa, broom handle
	
	
	

	• Co-operatively plays electric keyboard exploring sounds
	e.g. high/low, long/short
	
	
	

	• Will play an instrument to accompany familiar piece of music/song
	
	
	
	

	• Puts hand into box/bag to feel set of similar objects
	
	
	
	

	• Looks for objects that are hidden 
	e.g. Searches for a concealed sound-maker
	
	
	

	• Tears and stretches
	
	
	
	

	• Puts one object on top of another
	
	
	
	

	• Shows functional use of objects 
	e.g. brushes hair
	
	
	

	• Manipulates objects
	e.g. Turns object in hands. Shakes objects. Passes object from one hand to the other
	
	
	

	• Uses a pincer grip to hold objects
	
	
	
	

	4 They observe the results of their own actions with interest
	

	• Will take objects offered, intended as tallies
	e.g. will receive skittles knocked over by the ball and experience adult counting. Respond to intonation of loss or gain.
	
	
	

	• Listens to own vocalisations
	
	
	
	

	• Initiates a familiar activity
	e.g. Deliberately knocks down a tower. Deliberately drops objects
	
	
	

	• Deliberately drops objects
	
	
	
	

	• Responds to mirror image
	
	
	
	

	• Makes scribbling marks on different surfaces
	
	
	
	

	5 They remember learned responses over more extended periods
	

	• Follows the sequence of a familiar daily routine or story etc
	
	
	
	

	• Understands familiar sound
	e.g. food preparation, the return of a parent, sounds on a tape, washing up dishes, doorbell ringing
	
	
	

	• Anticipates repetitive phrases and vocalises or gesture at appropriate moments
	
	
	
	

	• Sometimes anticipates event 
	e.g. during a song of rhyme or game
	
	
	

	• Recognises own photo and those of familiar people and objects
	
	
	
	

	• Choose a book and with help turn the pages randomly
	
	
	
	

	• Join in more independently by copying repeated actions when meeting familiar parts of stories / rhymes
	Adult may give verbal prompts of encouragement such as more, again.
	
	
	

	• Will add ‘one more’ object into box/pot
	e.g. dropping coins into tin; marbles into jar
	
	
	


Level P3 (ii) - EARLY DEVELOPMENT

	DfES / QCA Performance criteria
	Pupils use emerging conventional communication. They greet known 

people and may initiate interactions and activities. They can remember learned responses over increasing periods of time and may anticipate unknown events. They may respond to options and choices with actions or gestures. They actively explore objects and events for more extended periods. They apply potential solutions systematically to problems. 


	Assessment criteria
	Examples
	Record date 

	
	
	

	1 Pupils use emerging conventional communication. They greet known people and may initiate interactions and activities.
	Started
	Achieved
	Mastered

	• Prompts another person to join in with an interactive sequence
	Initiate communications and turn take imitating gestures and sounds
	
	
	

	• Responds to praise
	
	
	
	

	• Shows annoyance
	
	
	
	

	• Cries to angry tone
	
	
	
	

	• Smiles to friendly voice
	
	
	
	

	• Attends to what is said
	
	
	
	

	• Repeats own vocalisations, plays with sound
	
	
	
	

	• Responds to own name
	
	
	
	

	• Turns to other pupils in group when names are called
	
	
	
	

	• Waves goodbye appropriately
	
	
	
	

	• Laughs appropriately
	
	
	
	

	• Uses vocalisations to communicate 
	e.g. feelings and as precursors to early pointing strategies such as looking, giving etc
	
	
	

	• Participate as members of a group
	e.g. Stacking and knocking down games
	
	
	

	2 They can remember learned responses over increasing periods of time and may anticipate unknown events.
	

	• Imitates tongue and mouth movements
	e.g. wiggling tongue, poking tongue in and out
	
	
	

	• Imitates gross motor actions with prompts
	e.g. clapping, stamping
	
	
	

	• Starts to develop pincer movement
	
	
	
	

	• Initiate repetitions of events
	e.g. rolling ball down ramp to knock over skittles. Understand sequence of event
	
	
	

	• Imitates actions of adult with hand over hand help if necessary
	e.g. stirs with spoon, sequential sound making on a drum, banging on tambourine 1,2; 1,2; playing names - Johń ńy
	
	
	

	• Shows enjoyment of counting and number rhymes
	When singing number rhymes – 10 green bottles will tolerate being helped to use fingers to track decreasing number
	
	
	

	• Imitates sounds 
	i.e. a raspberry
	
	
	

	• Responds to missing words or phrases in a familiar rhyme
	e.g. uses BIG MACK to add last word of rhyme
	
	
	

	• Shows awareness of repetitive words, sounds, phrases from familiar book by adjusting body position vocalising etc
	e.g. then I’ll huff, and I’ll puff
	
	
	

	• Stops to the command "No!"
	
	
	
	

	• Holds a pencil 
	e.g. using a palmar grasp to make a mark
	
	
	

	• Carries simple instructions accompanied by gesture at one word level ("Give me the cup")
	
	
	
	

	• Uses Big Mac to say Hello intentionally in greeting situation
	
	
	
	

	• Anticipates events from sounds and / or visual cues, demonstrating emerging response to objects of reference
	
	
	
	

	• Beginning to show recognition of a familiar character 
	
	
	
	

	• With support track print from left to right
	e.g. follows sequence of marks on paper, both the written word and numbers
	
	
	

	• Co-operates in simple games (rolling a ball)
	
	
	
	

	• Pre-empts sounds or actions in familiar poems or story
	
	
	
	

	• Participates attentively while adult helps them trace finger over a variety of shapes, tally marks, words etc
	
	
	
	

	3 They may respond to options and choices with actions or gestures
	

	• Nods or shakes head or uses communication board, switches
	e.g in response to yes/no questions
	
	
	

	• Protests (simple negation - "No!")
	
	
	
	

	• Makes choice from two objects
	
	
	
	

	• Look / point to picture of object when listening to tape of familiar sounds
	
	
	
	

	4 They actively explore objects and events for more extended periods.
	

	• Plays peek-a-boo
	
	
	
	

	• Share attention to a picture/object
	
	
	
	

	• Maintains interaction with adult by listening and responding
	e.g. turn taking and making sounds
	
	
	

	• Collect objects together and co-actively places in containers
	e.g. sorting activity, encouraging one at a time, maybe using number words, sequencing
	
	
	

	5 They apply potential solutions systematically to problems.
	

	• Recognises differences in groups of objects
	e.g. if given plate with 1 chocolate button and plate with lots, would choose larger group
	
	
	

	• Brings an object to an adult in order to request a new activity
	
	
	
	

	• Share a book and turn pages of a book independently on request
	
	
	
	

	• With support, begin to look at and notice own name in a familiar setting
	
	
	
	

	• Point to pictures, photos and written words to request an adult to interpret the meaning
	
	
	
	

	• Begin to use symbols to indicate need / want
	e.g. pupils to use objects to request chosen number rhyme or song
	
	
	

	• Frequently points to objects / people using an extended index finger
	
	
	
	

	• Make varied and random marks in a touch screen using an art programme
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