*** Special School

Mathematics Policy Statement

Aims

Mathematics Lessons for pupils focus on and build upon fundamentals, there is a great deal of mathematics to be learned before counting can be effectively learned and learning about counting itself involves the co ordination of many skills. Beyond counting special pupils need broad practical and learning experiences, to develop their appreciation of estimation, calculation, shape space etc.

Mathematics lessons and maths encountered across the curriculum offer pupils with learning difficulties opportunities to:

· Build on their awareness of events and actions and recognise changes in pattern, quantity and space that occur in their lives, both the immediate environment and in the wider world.

· Use their developing awareness to anticipate and predict changes.

· Use their awareness and developing understanding of pattern, space, shape and number, to develop problem-solving skills that contribute to making choices, taking decisions and gaining control over their immediate environment

· Extend mathematical skills, experiences and understanding which enable them to visualise, compare and estimate. For a few special pupils this may be achieved in abstract as well as concrete contexts.

· Begin to think about the strategies they use and explain them to others.

· Develop a powerful set of thinking tools to help them increase their knowledge and understanding of the world and, during the school years, to learn effectively in different subjects across the curriculum.

Curriculum Content
Mathematics at *** covers the whole P Level Scale and the lower National Curriculum levels:
At Level P1 there is an emphasis on experience and emerging awareness of:
Noise



Touch


Vision


Smell
Vocalisation


Communication 

Movement

At Level P2 there is a focus on developing students’ skills with regard to:

Reacting, responding, engaging and cooperating in a variety of situations using the senses identified at Level P1.
At Level P3 there is a focus on developing students’ skills with regard to:
Communicating intentionally, participating with less support, sustaining concentration, exploring materials, remembering learned responses and responding to options and choices
At Levels P4-8 there is a focus on developing students’ skills in:
The Number System, Calculations, Measures, Shape and Space.   
Whilst seeking to Use and Apply those skills in a wide range of contexts.
At National Curriculum Level 1 students will work on developing further their skills in Number, Shape and Measures with a continuing emphasis on Using and Applying those skills.

At National Curriculum Level 2 students will work on developing further their skills in Number, Shape, Measures and Handling Data with a continuing emphasis on Using and Applying those skills.

Term 1 Curriculum Area – Number

Term 2 Curriculum Area – Shape and Space

Term 3 Curriculum Area - 

Delivery Method
In the classroom we seek to create a supportive learning environment. We make great use of a variety of age related software, websites, games and real-life materials to engage students and help them learn in the way that best suits their needs with an emphasis on the key skills of Problem Solving.
Perception

• recognising opportunities

• recognising and identifying problems

Thinking

• breaking down a problem into elements

• thinking through the relevant features of a problem

• planning ways to solve a problem

Action

• remembering how to solve a problem

Evaluation

• evaluating how a plan worked

• recognising when existing plans and strategies need changes

Recording and Assessment
The QCA guidelines recognise that special pupils may not climb the ladder of Vertical Progress at the same rate as their peers. Special pupils need time and wide experience to consolidate learning and apply it in wide circumstances – QCA describe this as Horizontal Progress. They also recognise that for some pupils who suffer degenerative conditions it is the schools role to support the pupil in Maintaining Skills. 
Student’s work is recorded in the following ways:
· Individual workbooks including photographs, images, worksheets, drawings and written work.
· Individual recording sheets (IRS) of teacher observation against subject specific targets and including the Numeracy IEP.

The level of attainment of each pupil is recorded using the software NAME HERE and the scheme of work uses a similar structure.  Some students follow the OCR Course which results in certification for those working at the lower National Curriculum Levels. 
Parent/Carer Involvement

Community Links
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