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Research Project
What did Isaac Newton do for us?

For this assignment, you will need to research Isaac Newton.  You should include the following:

· A brief biography

· An outline of his discoveries and work – simplified examples that your class can understand.

· Examples of the impact his work has on the world today.

You should prepare a powerpoint based presentation to give to others in your class highlighting the key points you have found above with clear illustrations.  Your presentation should last no more than 10 minutes.

This task might involve some additional work being done outside of lesson time and should not just be a copy and paste from an Internet site but your own summary of what you have found out.

COMPLETED ASSIGNMENT DUE: 

Starting Points.

1.
Biographies: There is plenty of material on the Web concerned with lives of mathematicians.  It comes in a wide variety of guises, much of it excellent, and, on the whole, the Web is a very good place to start looking for biographical material.  

The Sir Isaac Newton Home Page
http://128.163.113.57/cover.html
The work of Force and Krumpelman from the University of Kentucky.  It includes a good and detailed article on Newton's life and thought, and one on the general background to Newton's manuscripts.

Newtonia
http://wwwcn.cern.ch/~mcnab/n/
A wide-ranging collection of material about Newton, as well as information about places and people significant to him.  It was created by Andrew McNab of Manchester University and includes good links to other Newton resources.

2. 
Web Resources

Many sites contain pages that are devoted to links to other related sites.  In order to save a lot of time it is suggested that you only use annotated lists of resources.

David Joyce's History of Mathematics Home Page

http://aleph0.clarku.edu/~djoyce/mathhist/mathhist.html
This is the starting point to a wealth of resources provided by David Joyce of Clark University, USA.  These are pages on regional mathematics, subjects, books, journals, bibliography, history of mathematics texts, etc., as well as an excellent list of Web Resources clearly categorised.  A very extensive chronology, and timelines.  A highly recommended site.

David Calvis's History of Mathematics Web Sites
http://www2.bw.edu/~dcalvis/history.html
A well-annotated list of about twenty five sites put together by David Calvis of Baldwin-Wallace College, Ohio.  Specialised sites are listed in order of earliest date covered.

St Andrews MacTutor History of mathematics: Links to external Pages
http://www-history.mcs.st-and.ac.uk/history/External/external_links.html
An annotated but unordered list of twenty six sites, including most of the major ones but also including one or two others not found on any of the other lists.

The Mathematical Museum-History Wing
http://elib.zib-berlin.de:88/Math-Net/Links/mathe-museum.hist.html
The 'History' wing of The Mathematical Museum is part of the Math-Net Links to the Mathematical World and contains links to exhibitions, hyperbooks, information systems, museums and pages of interest for the history of mathematics and associated fields.  It consists of sections on history of mathematics, history of computing and communication, and related history information.  It is well annotated and includes some sample illustrations.

You can of course use a search engine such as www.google.com or www.yahoo.com  to search for suitable information.

