JOHN NAPIER

(1550 - 1617)
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PHILOSOPHER and MATHEMATICIAN

INVENTOR of LOGARITHMS,

INVENTOR of the DECIMAL POINT.

John Napier was born in 1550 just outside the boundary of the city of Edinburgh in Scotland.
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Without Napier’s work on logarithms it is difficult to imagine how Kepler and Newton could have made their great advances in later times. Napier’s powers of invention were not exclusively confined to logarithms. He published a small treatise on a simple way to perform multiplication, which became known as Napier’s 'Rods' or 'Bones'. In an appendix he explained another method of multiplication and division using metal plates, which is the earliest known attempt at a mechanical means of calculation - and which makes him the grandfather of our modern day calculator.
Amongst his other ' Secret Inventions ' to defend the country from Philip of Spain, was a round chariot whereby its occupants could move speedily while firing through holes in its sides - a precursor of the tank; a ship which could travel under water; a burning mirror which would consume enemy ships and an artillery piece which could destroy a whole field of soldiers.
