Misleading Graphs (2)
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A record shop owner wishes to attract new customers. She intends to do this by producing a chart that will make record sales look even better. Using the following information, produce a graph or chart that makes the increase in sales look even better.

	Month
	January
	February
	March 
	April

	Sales (hundreds)
	25
	28
	29
	31


The Politician

A politician wishes to show that more money is being spent on a particular service. To do this, he needs the graphs that will make the spending look better than it actually is. This is how the money has been spent:

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Money Spent (millions £)
	19
	15
	14
	17
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In actual fact, less money has been spent than four years ago! Find a way to represent the data so that it looks like the government are spending a lot.

The Drinks Company

Since a rival drinks company launched its product, Popsy has continued to loose sales. The figures are as follows:

Popsy

	Month
	April
	May
	June
	July

	Sales (thousands)
	42
	41
	38
	35


Rival

	Month
	April
	May
	June
	July

	Sales (thousands)
	15
	17
	19
	25
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Using the above information, produce graphs to assure the Managing Director and shareholders that they need not to worry!

	Citizenship: Misleading Graphs (2)

Objectives:

· Use last lesson’s knowledge of misleading graphs to produce your own graphs to mislead the reader.
	Keywords:

Graph, chart, misleading, axes, scale, data.

	Lesson Outline:

· Students copy down objective.

· Recap last lesson, paying attention to the keywords. Use “Misleading Graphs (1)” worksheet for a visual aid.

· Students get into groups of four. Issue copies of “Misleading Graphs (2)” and give a scenario to each group. Try to vary the scenarios evenly.

· Stress to the students that while they are going to produce misleading graphs, there must be no changing of the actual figures in each scenario.   The true figures must be used.
· As a group, students need to produce two graphs/charts that will help each scenario look better than it is. It is suggested that individuals sketch the charts in their books before deciding as a group which ones they will use.

· Produce final graphs on A2/3 paper.

· Present the graphs to the rest of the group.

	Resources: “Misleading Graphs (1)” and  “Misleading Graphs (2)” worksheets, A2 paper (or A3 if none available).


