Which Job?

Doctor
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The salary (wage per year) is £50000. Because this can be a stressful job, you would be given 40 days of holiday per year. The surgery requires you to work 9 hours per day. However, you will need to flexible as many GPs work after hours. This is because appointments are not always completed on time. You will also be required to work “on call” for a part of your time outside work. This means you could be called out to attend to patients at any hour of the night. The distance to work is 30 miles, which takes around 45 minutes.

Chef
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This job pays £320 per week and requires you to work between 10am and 2pm and then between 6pm to 10pm. You would be given 30 days holiday per year but you must work either Christmas day or new years day. Overtime is flexible and you will earn double time. You must work 5 days per week and at least 2 out of every 4 weeks must include working on a Saturday. Other than that, you choose the days you work, as long as this is cleared in advance. It is a busy kitchen and can be stressful at times.

Sales Assistant

[image: image3.wmf]This job pays £4.50 per hour and you will be required to work 5 days a week between 9am and 6pm with an hour for lunch (this is unpaid). You must work 1 Saturday per month and the shop does not open on a Sunday. In addition, you are allowed another day off in the week. You would be given the opportunity to work 20 hours of overtime per year. The rate is time and a half. The job is not stressful but can be quiet at times. You get the chance to meet a lot of new people and you also get a staff discount! It is only a 15-minute walk from where you live. 

1) For each job, work out the monthly wages.

2) Calculate the monthly earnings for each job after tax. Assume that the rates are as follows:
· 30% for the Doctor
· 20% for the Chef
· 15% for the Sales Assistant

3) If given the choice of any of the above jobs, which one would you select? State the reasons why you chose that job. Think carefully about what each job entails as well as the salary!

4) For your chosen profession, you will need to work out your monthly budget. Use the information provided below to help with your calculations.
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	Citizenship: Which Job?

Objectives:

· Learn the need to budget,

· Think realistically about future jobs and the consequences of their income.
	Keywords:

Budget, wages, salary.



	Lesson Outline:

· Students copy down objectives.

· As a group, read the three job descriptions. Clarify any unfamiliar terms.

· Students attempt questions 1 to 4. It is suggested that, initially, outgoings are calculated in pencil so that adjustments can be made.

· If students finish, ask them to reflect on what they have learnt about costs associated with working in a particular job.



	Resources: “Which Job?” worksheet, calculators.
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Accommodation


You have 3 choices of places to live:


A detached house costing £700 per month. A reasonably nice house but costs a lot to run.


A semi-detached house costing £450 per month. A reasonable area to live in, but with very noisy neighbours!


A shared flat costing £70 per week including bills except for the telephone. There is a public phone in the flat. You have a kitchen bathroom and bedroom/living room. You would be living with people who you get on with. They share similar interests.





Bills


Detached house costs £70 per week


Semi detached costs £30 per week


For additional services such as cable etc. will need to be taken into account if you want them!





Council Tax


Detached house pays £150 per month


Semi detached requires you to pay £70 per month


Council tax is shared and costs each person £20 per month





Food


You must put aside at least £20 per week for this if you are to live half decently!





Clothing


To cover the costs of essentials (new shoes etc.): at least £30per month. It may be a lot more!





Transport


The doctor spends at least £100 per week on petrol, road tax, insurance etc.


The chef needs £20 per month for a bus pass


The sales assistant pays nothing on travelling to work, as it is only a 15-minute walk.





Savings


At least £30 per month is need if you want to save for a holiday or for birthday presents.





Luxuries


Think about going out, magazines, chocolate etc. Give yourself a treat but make sure the rent and bills are covered first!
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