Portfolio Challenge
www.studentinvestor.proshare.org/about.php
Portfolio Challenge is a UK wide investment game for students with a top prize of a trip to New York and £200 cash for each winning team member. On top of that, your school gets £2000 to spend as well, bonus! 

What does the challenge involve?

The Portfolio Challenge is designed for teams of four students and has two distinct phases:

· Phase One: Using this website, invest a virtual £100,000 in a set of stocks between 1st November  and 31st January and watch your wealth grow. 

· Phase Two: The 100 teams from each region with the best performing portfolios as of 31st January  will be invited to submit essays justifying their investment decisions. From the 100 teams, 18 will be selected to go through to the regional finals. Teams will take part in a set of live events designed to test their business acumen, where 6 teams will be chosen to go through to the national final on 5th May 2005. 

If you don't make it through to phase two, you can carry on with the Online Trader of the Year challenge to win yourself a PDA, digital camera or mp3 player.

How do I know which shares to trade?

This year, we've provided a whole host of extra information on each company to help you make a good investment decision. Throughout the game, you'll be able to refer to advice from our mysterious share Guru on how to pick your shares, and if your portfolio performs better than his then your team will get a virtual cash bonus! Beware though, Guru's friend Monkey is also playing this year, buying and selling shares completely at random - doing worse than he does would be most embarrassing...

The Rules

· General Rules 

· Registration closes on 31st October. 

· Only teachers can register teams. 

· Student teams must consist of four members aged between 14 and  18. 

· Each school or college can enter as many teams as they wish, but only the top     

           team from any establishment will be allowed through to the quarter finals. 

· A student may only be a member of one participating team and team membership    

           cannot change during the competition. 
· Trading rules 

· Your portfolio will consist of ten stocks chosen from a list of FTSE100   

           companies, plus 50 selected smaller companies from the FTSE SmallCap Index. 

· Of your stocks, at least six must be from the FTSE100. 

· Those companies that make the FTSE's FTSE4Good UK 50 ethical index will be 
           clearly marked. 

· When you buy a stock, you'll be charged stamp duty and commission, just like 
           you would be in the real world. 

· You'll also have the option to invest up to £20,000 of your virtual cash into an 
          investment trust. 

· The charges for investing in a trust vary, just like the real world. 

· Holding more than £15,000 in hard (virtual) cash is not very helpful and against 
           the rules (the challenges are all about investing, after all!) 

· The minimum investment in any one stock or investment trust is £1000. 

· There is a 20% maximum spend in any one company 

· All stock market data will be the genuine live data, provided courtesy of 

           Bloomberg 

