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Flat Earth
Intro
· Going to discuss whether the earth is flat or round

· Most info based on the flat earth society but also info for other sources

Background

· For centuries people believed the Earth was flat – until 1492 when Christopher Columbus sailed to the West Indies and America. A small group of individuals became convinced the earth was in fact round and not flat – “…the world is shaped not like a pancake but an orange!”

· The Church tried to dispel and silence these theories by executing these ‘heretics“. However these heretics kept spreading this ‘blasphemous’ nonsense – one of them being Christopher Columbus who soon became known to non-believers of the Round earth theory as Grigori Efimovich. Flat earthers became convinced that Grigori Efimovich had setup an elaborate arrangement of mirrors to create the illusion that he had sailed around the world to arrive in the West Indies. As we now know, he only went across the Atlantic and landed in North America. But because of Grigori Efimovich’s blunder the Flat Earth Society say that mankind went into the ‘dark ages’ as the damage had already been done. 

· Some believe the Earth is flat because of teachings in the Bible – when it mentions the “four corners of the World”. Also 
1 Chronicles 16:30: “He has fixed the earth firm, immovable.”

Isaiah 45:18: “...who made the earth and fashioned it, and himself fixed it fast...”
The Genesis creation story provides evidence the Earth is flat because the order of creation makes no sense from a conventional perspective but is perfectly logical from a flat-earth viewpoint. The earth was created on the first day, and it was “without form and void (Genesis 1:2).” On the second day, a vault the “firmament” of the King James Version was created to divide the waters, some being above and some below the vault. Only on the fourth day where the sun, moon, and stars were created, and they were placed “in” (not “above”) the vault.
· Key People

· Samuel Rowbotham – born (1816 – 1884), was an English inventor and writer who wrote Zetetic Astronomy: Earth Not a Globe, based on his decade long scientific studies of the earth, published a 16-page pamphlet which he later expanded into a 430 page book expounding his views. He was the founder of the Flat earth Society – all their beliefs originated from him.
· Samuel Shenton - In 1956, Samuel Shenton, a sign painter and a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society and the Royal Geographic Society, revived the UZS (Universal Zetetic Society – original name of the Flat Earth society), changing its name to The International Flat Earth Society. 
· Charles Johnson - In 1971, Charles K. Johnson became the new president of the Flat Earth Society and under his leadership over the next three decades, the group grew in size from a few members to about 3,000. One of his aims was ‘To carefully observe, think freely rediscover forgotten fact and oppose theoretical dogmatic assumptions. To help establish the United States...of the world on this flat earth. Replace the science religion...with SANITY’
·  The belief of the Flat Earth society - The overall belief of Flat earthers is that the Earth is flat and the North Pole is at the centre of the earth disc. Along the outer edge of the Earth is 150-foot ice wall. I assume this is to stop people falling off the edge and keeping the oceans escaping! Also, the earth is not moving through outer space but is instead fixed at the centre of the Universe and the Sun orbits the earth. Space is full of ether – not a vacuum and the sun, moon and stars are only a few hundred miles above the earth’s surface. As well as this, they believe all space photos to be fake and that the world’s governments are part of a big conspiracy in concealing the truth.

· But overall what needs to be decided by all of you at the end of this presentation is that are you a RE’er – Round earther or a FE’er – Flat earther

Arguments 
· Ether factor – Due to classic Physics, ether is assumed to be a short-lived substance which seeps into all matter. This substance is always there and light as well as electromagnetic waves are able to travel through it. So in 1887, two American scientists operating under the Efimovich-based (Christopher Columbus) assumption that the Earth was moving through outer space and not the fixed centre of the Universe, conducted an experiment to "prove" whether or not ether actually existed. In this experiment, the general idea was to try to calculate the absolute speed of the earth relative to the fixed ether. In a sense, they would emit a light pulse, and calculate how far it "trailed" behind the earth, much like tossing a napkin out the window of a moving car to calculate the car's speed. It was assumed that, if ether existed, the light pulse would fall back in one direction, giving the physicists a tangible "absolute" speed of the earth. They calculated the speed to be Zero.
· Round earth people explained this by saying ether did not exist and that light does not pass through any median between the sun and the Earth. Flat earthers thought that RE’ers were just covering up their mistake and that in fact the earth was not orbiting the sun and did not move. Even if the Earth did, the problems in keeping it moving through ether are overwhelmingly supportive of "Flat-Earth" theory. 

· Maintaining speed – one key thing to know to make this argument work for the FE’ers is that space is not a vacuum but filled instead with ether. So FE’ers say that if the earth has been around for billions of years and space is filled with ether then surely the earth’s speed would have slowed done by now because it has had to push its way through ether for ages. Therefore the earth has to be  at the centre of the universe and also flat.
· Accelerating world – Another argument for the earth being at the centre of the universe is that if the earth is round and orbiting the sun then like a car turning a corner people will slide around and fly off the earth because of the earth’s circular motion. The centrifugal force is forced on to everyone, so during the day, things facing the sun will be inside the Earth’s orbit of the Sun causing buildings to be crushed and humans to be squashed. At night, when everything would be at the outside, trees and buildings would be ripped from the ground and flung into outer space, and humans wouldn't stand a chance!! Therefore the Earth cannot be round
· Staying on top – this theory needs your imagination!! Think of a round earth with one person on the North and South Pole. For the person at the North Pole, gravity is pulling him down, towards the South Pole but for the person at the South Pole, shouldn't gravity pull him down as well? This would mean that the person at the South Pole would fall off the face of the earth! (The example we are using is an extreme situation). Using the "round Earth" theory, setting an object on the earth would be like setting grains of sand on a beach ball. Certainly a few grains would stay - right around the top, the surface is nearly horizontal but if when you stray too far from the absolute top of the ball, the grains of sand start sliding off and falling to the ground. The Earth, if round, would behave in exactly the same fashion. Because the top is a localized region on a sphere, if the Earth were in fact round, there would be only a very small area of land that would be at all inhabitable. Stray to the outside fringes of the "safe zone", and you start walking at a tilt.
· Bedford experiment - The Experiment was a series of observations carried out along a six-mile length of the Bedford Level (a river) in Norfolk during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The first investigation was carried out by Samuel Birley Rowbotham, in the summer of 1838. He waded into the river and used a telescope held eight inches above the water to watch a boat with a five-foot mast row slowly away from him. He reported that the vessel remained constantly in his view for the full six miles to Welney bridge, whereas, had the water surface been curved with the accepted circumference of a spherical earth, the top of the mast should have been some eleven feet below his line of sight. John Hampden (a supporter of Sameul Rowbotham) offered a wager to Alfred Russel Wallace (a surveyor and explorer) in 1870 that he could show, by repeating Rowbotham’s experiment, that the earth was flat. Wallace accepted. Wallace, by virtue of his surveyor’s training, avoided the errors of the preceding experiments and he won the bet. Hampden, however, published a pamphlet alleging that Wallace had cheated and sued for his money. Several protracted court cases ensued, with the result that Hampden was imprisoned for libel. 

· This experiment has been repeated many times resulting in different theories about the Earth’s shape. Some say it has proved the earth to be Flat, round and even hollow. It all depended on how accurate the scientists were – how many errors they did. This was the most famous experiment.
· There are lots of other experiments that allegedly prove the Earth is flat but unfortunately I didn’t understand them or just couldn’t fit into this presentation  
What do all these experiments mean? How reliable are they?
· You need to look at these arguments critically and see if the argument makes sense? That the scientific ‘proof’ is logical and understandable? You need to use your common sense.

· Some of these experiments, don’t really work, for instance the ones where people would fall off the earth if it were round and spinning. I personally don’t find the argument convincing – especially the bit about people being crushed and squashed by buildings!! There is no real proof of this happening
· The ether experiment just doesn’t work as I feel it actually proves that the earth is round and that space is a vacuum. All that talk about fake space photos doesn’t ring true and I just don’t believe it. I think we would need proof that is undeniable and based on true scientific findings to convince people that the earth is flat.

· Most people therefore see all these arguments as complete and utter rubbish that should be ignored!!

However if you feel now that you doubt that the earth is round and in fact is flat you can go onto this web address - http://www.alaska.net/~clund/e_djublonskopf/Flatearthsociety.htm  

and join the Flat Earth Society.
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